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HE ‘following. Letter,. from _ the. 
Gentleman, who oblig’d me witha 
former, from Edinburgh, will {peak 


TS 
aes fo'excellently for J/elf; that the 
7 * kindeft Thing I can do for my 


Reader, will be, to fay nothing concerning it 
which may detain him from thé Plealure o 
perufing it. : 5 


Edinburgh, September the 8th. 1724. 
SIR, 

OUR Paper of Friday the 28th of Auguft, 

Y is “arriv’d in North-Britain, and has occa- 
fion’d much Speculation ; but all its Readers, are 
finfibly obliged, ‘by the Refpect you have hewn 
our Country, and for the Honour you have done 
the rifing Generation, of both Sexes; and Lhe- 
lieve, there is none here, who would not heartily 
joyn their Acknowledgments with mine on this 


Occafion. 1 may therefore prefume to thank you 


inthe Name of ally Countryrmen; whomey not ufe 
the Freedom to write to you: But the Gentlemen 
df the Grorefque Club, whom you have fo temark- 
ably diftinguifh’d, muft reprefent their Senti- 
ments, in a better Manner than I can; andl will 
not pretend to {peak their Senfe,, or, anticipate 


‘ 


their Gratitude. | Wit 3 

bry adh Brod cid sides bod? | | 
iGive me. Leavey'S:I R, only: to exprefs: my 
Mind in the Sequel. You have brought me under 
trong Obligations to you, by ‘thet Notice you 
have taken of my, ‘Letter... And fince.you feem 
fo promife to yourfelf,: and thé. World,’ fome 
Intelligence front this Quarter, by means of my 
propos’d Correfpondenice 5 1 cannot | t ufe my 
Endeavours, to-anf{wer, in fome,Meafure, -your 
Expectations. You have fix’d me, SiR, incthe 
Character of your WVortherm Spy, and you may 
depend upon my'nioft watchfyl Fidelity, 


Edinburgh being our, Atetropals, and. the Place 
oft iy Retidence, muft,'be the chief Scene of 


‘Adio, and the Dats’ 6f yout Intelligence from 


North-Britain, Here isa vat Variety 6f Humours, 


Cuftoms, Manners, and Converfation, to be con- 


me of Price Two:Pence.} o> Te 


“may: be 


- It feems tobe the united Am 


City more flourifhing and fam’d: And, perhaps, 








fidered. . Many, Things happen ia this Place, that 
are mOreny. JOM, Knowledge as a Plain- Dealer. 
Some deferve Praife and Admiration, others 
Difple te and Reprehenfion ; both Regards 

be uleful, either, as Examples provoking 
Emvlation ; or, ‘as Reafoas, warning from Dan- 
ger: And fure,, your Judgment, SIR, cannot 
err, in the Improvement and Application, of 
any Accounts! fend you. eK 


_ Tbeg leave to lay before you, feveral of the 
Advantages, and Difadvantages of our good 
Town, before I defcend to Private Life. ! 


. We are bieft. with an able and active A/agi« 
ftracy. Moff of Thofe introfted with the Superia- 
tendency of the-City, are Gentlemen of Breeding 
and Letters, ahd all have a Bent of Mind, that 
favours the Publick Grandeur, and Emolument. 

to.be A Matton of our Magi- 
ftrates, to adorn the Place, and by rendring it 
more beautiful and cpichace ibe to invite new 
Inhabitants, to increafe its Tredfure and Revenue. 
They would furmount all. the Difficilties it Ia- 
bours under, by. a Superiority of Genius: And, 
as they appear true Friends tothe Publick In- 
terelt, in refpe& of Trade, they are not wanting 
in giving Countenance and Enconragement to 
Arts and Sciexces.. -Politenefs thrives under their 
Influence, and fome of them fet an Example of 
it to the Youth, in their own Practice and Be- 
haviour. Here, SIR,. are, few, cloudy, heavy- 
headed Aldermen, whofe Le gth of Wigs and 
Gowns, is their‘ fole’ Mark of Dignity. “You 
would take our Provofts.for Birft Minifters, and 
our Bailies for Courtiers. -L baveé feen Stare/men 
make.a worfe Figure than our Deacons, and hear: 
as good Speeches in the Town-Council at Edinburgh, , 
as at the Council-Board of Great-Britain, I wif 
all our Peers. had‘ Abilities equal to fonie of. ont 
Weavers, and that every Clercymaz, had half the - 
Grace of forme Bonnet-Makers of our City. 


Bat, SIR, you'know there. is no Body-Politick 
perfect; many Things are wanting, to, make our 


the 
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#nd Party: This, S1R, difcourages many noble 
Purpofes, and baffles glorious Undertakings. 


Self-Love, Pride and Ambition, prevail every-’ 


where, and {way all Men, more or lefs: Thefe 
are natural to all Creatures. The Oldeft 
Cock is Lord of the Rooft, and the ftrongeft Bull 
is Grand Scignior in his green Seraglio; the eldeft 
Buck is Tyrant of the Park, and, from his Strength 
and his Horns, claims a Right to be Chief in 
Power ; and, no doubt, but every individual 
Creature, of every Species, with the fame Force, 
would feek and exercife the fame Jurifdiction. 
But Men are remarkably diftinguifhed, by their 
Love of Precedency, and often add, to their na- 
tural Defire of Governing, a certain low. fpirited 
Spleen and Malice. Our worthy Magiltrates, 
meet with more Oppofition and .Difcouragement, 
from little Pretenders to their Place and .Autho- 
rity, than from any other Caufe.. If the Town- 
Council, beholds not Adacro, with the fame Par- 
tiality, with which he confiders himfelf, he won- 
ders at their Blindnefs, and grows peewifh upon 
it; for the Root of the Spleen, is often Pride di/- 
appointed. Some carry it farther than mere Envy, 
by labouring to undermine and depofe thofe who 
are above them, and commonly the greater the 
Merit is, the more obnoxious to Ill-will and Re- 
proaches. As the Red Dragon purfued the Wo- 
man in the Revelation, Fa&tion or Private Malice, 
purfues the moft deferving Man, and when it 
cannot overtake him, it opens ‘its Mouth, and 
throws a Flood after bim: People who have not 
Merit to rife themfelves, would at leaft level 
others. And what has often been my greateftWon- 
der, in this Cafe, is, that moft of our little Jars, are 
created and carried onby our Clergy. Pricft-Craft 
ishere, as /nfallible as it is at Rome, and our Popes 
are as abfolute, to the full Extent of their Parifhes, 
For my ownPart,/ have neitherPerfonal Partiality 


for any of the prefent Magiftrates, nor Prejudice 


againft their Adverfaries: I never had, nor ever 


needed the Favour of any of them. 1 fpeak my 


Senfe freely, and it is the Refult of juft' Reflexion, 
and Obfervation. “And I heartily ‘wifh, I had 


not fuch Ground, to expofe the Spirits of any of ~~ 


my Neighbours, to the Plain- Dealer.’ But what 
a Pity is it, that Faétion fhould deface the Publick 


Good? And’ how vile, to plot the Downfal, or 


calumniate the Fame of Thofe, -whofe Power is 
their Country’s Bleffing ? 5) 


_— 


My Concern for the Place of my Birth, has car- 
ried me farther than I ought to have allow’d my- 


feif Liberty ; but as [ath not to touch this Subje » 


again, you will have the Goodnefs to excafe, 
what I judg’d, in fome refpects, to be reqnifite. 


I fhould not negle& giving you an Account of 
the State of Trade in this Place 3 nor oughtI to pafs 
over in Silente, the Univerfity and College of Fufkice. 
Many of the Clergy too, deferve their Praifes, 
and muft, upon fome Occafions, come under Con- 
fideration: But being unwilling to tire your Pas 
tience, and huddle my Materials tog much toge- 
ther, I will conclude this Letter, when I have 
acquainted you, with what the Ladies would have 
moft known, and what every Body. here, would 
be glad to have your Opinion of - I mean, The 

‘ | 


the greateft Misfortene we labour under, is Faction - 


FAIR ASSEMBLY. This, SIR, confft, 
of our beft-bred Ladies, of different Qualities and 


Ages: Tis but a late Inftitution, and, at firg 
«wa$ thought to be a proper Theme for our Pater; 


Sunday Sermons; all our Pulpits rail’d againgt jr 
as they did, of Old, againft Perwkes and Tobacey 
But the holy Fire is now much fpent, and we ag, 
at Liberty to meet in our, great Hall, withog, 
Danger of the Kirk’s Anathema; nav, fome of the 
Wives and Daughters of the Sanétified, begin of 
late, to grace our Fellowfhip. For my own Pg 

L defpair not-to-fee the Reverend.themfelves, eay. 
ing Sweatoy@ats in our Company: and mixing. 


‘innocently, in our Country Dances. And lowg 


notwithftanding they are worthy. Ladies, of ue. 
difputed Virtue and Honour, who prefide over 
the Fair Affembly, | thould be better pleas’d to fe 
at our Head, a Moderator from the General On. 
Slander and Detraction would fly before him 
and innocent Freedom, and Chriftian Commaniog 
wou'd be cherifhed by his Influence. Husbands 
would allow their Wives to go into Company 
without Jealoufy, and Parents fend their Daugh. 
ters, without fear of their leaving behind them any 
thing, that they ought to bring back again. Bat 
till that A/alcyon Day arrives, we muft be cop. 
tented with the want Of Santtion, and dance, and 
drink Tea without them. _I fhall fay more of on 


Fair Affembly hereafter, and atprefent only fab. | 


{cribe myfelf, 
Sage STR, 
Your Trufty Spy, 


_ and. Humble Servant, + 


FERGUS BRUGE 


tie — aed 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


Fuft publifh'd, in Two Volumes Off avo; 


_PLINY’s EPISTLES., . 
Tranflated by feveral Hands, viz. In. Ten Books 


Mr. ADDISON, 2 Mr. TOLAND, § Mr. HENLEY, — 
Mr. HUGHES, § Mr. MARSHALL, ? Mr. COBB, &c. 


With a new Verfion of his Panegyrick upon the Em 
Trajan, by Mr. Bond, and the lite of Pliny, by Mr Healey. 
Addrefs'd to the Right Homourable the Lord Parker ; with a 


complete Index to the Whole. Printed for’W. Mears at the 
Lamb without Temple-Bar. | 


/< By: whom was lately publith’d, 


1, Mr. Salmon’s Chronological Hiftotian, containing a te- 
gular Account of all material Tranfaétions, Ecclefiaftical, Civil, 
&c. relating.xo the Englith Affairs, from che Invafion of the 
Romans, &c,. With the Bffigies of all our Englifh Monarchs. 


Price 6s. II. Mr. Bradley’s New Improvements in ey 


and Gardening, complete in one Vol.8vo.  Adorn’d wit 
Cuts.: To this Edition is added, that {carce and valuable 
Tra&, .entitaled, HEREFORDSHIRE ORCHARDS. -Price 
6s. lI. The Fair Circaffian, a Dramatick Performance. 
Done from the Original, by a Gentleman Comatoher of Ox- 
ford. The 3d Edition. Price 1s. IV. The Fables of ASOP 
and others,’ newly done info Englith. With’ a Application 
to each Fable,: by S.:Croxall,’A.M. . Mluftzated! with; 2%0 
Detigns, all drawn by Mg, Cheron, and cut im Silver. The 
8 ition, ia 12me,. .V. The Spectator, the ott and laft 
Volume. aia Oe ™ 





Printed for J. Roserts,:in Werwick-Lane. Where Letters and Advertifements are taken in, 
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And where Complete Setts may be bad. 
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